
In six years, SCAN of Northern Virginia and the Allies in Prevention 
Coalition have honored more than 35 individuals across Northern 
Virginia for their commitment to protecting children and supporting 

families in our community.  On April 2, 2008, the 6th annual Allies in 
Prevention Awards Luncheon was an especially important celebration because 
it also marked SCAN’s 20th anniversary year.

Sponsored by the Freddie Mac Foundation and Verizon, this special event 
brought together more than 200 guests to honor the award winners and 
launch the 2008 Northern Virginia Blue Ribbon Campaign for National Child 
Abuse Prevention Month.  

Keynote Speaker Ralph Smith, from the Annie E. Casey Foundation, was 
introduced by Renette Oklewicz, Senior Community Relations Manager for 
the Freddie Mac Foundation.  ABC 7 News anchor Alison Starling presented 
the awards to this year’s remarkable honorees.  Special guests included elected 
offi  cials, judges, community leaders and an inspiring group of resource 
providers and child advocates.  

 Allies in Prevention Award Winners:

Alexandria �  Valerie Talford
Northern Virginia Urban League’s Alexandria Resource Mothers

Arlington �  Daniel Borelli
Arlington Police Department - Special Victim’s Unit

Fairfax �  Carmen Fernandez
Hispanics Against Child Abuse and Neglect (H.A.C.A.N.)

Loudoun �  Dave Canham
Loudoun County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce

Prince William �  DeAnna Blankenship
Sexual Assault Victims’ Advocacy Service (SAVAS)

Above, left: Keynote Speaker Ralph Smith of the Annie 
E. Casey Foundation.  Above, right:  Senator Patsy Ticer, 
an Honorary SCAN board member, presents an official 
virginia senate proclamation honoring SCAN’s th 
anniversary to Diane Charles.

Special guests included (back, l to R): Ralph Smith,  
Alison Starling, Matt Smith (accepting on behalf of 
award winner Daniel Borelli), award winner Dave 
Canham, SCAN board president Trudy Brisendine, SCAN 
executive director Diane Charles, and (front, l to r): 
award winners Valerie Talford, Carmen Fernandez and 
DeAnna Blankenship.
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SCAN and the Allies in Prevention Coalition 
distributed a record number of public education 
materials at the event, ensuring tens of thousands 
of individuals will receive messages of support and 
prevention this April and all year long.

Learn more about the event online at 

www.scanva.org

Special thanks to all who made 
this very important event possible!
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